
THE NORWICH SOCIETY  EVENTS PROGRAMME Summer 2026      

Apri 

BOOK & PAY On-line  www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk/events/all-events  OR  RESERVE by Email norwichsoc@outlook.com OR 

Tel  07503 951195 and PAY by BACS to: The Norwich Society CIO  Sort Code 08 92 99   Account No 67345795  OR  Post a cheque 
to: The Norwich Society, Carrow House, King Street, Norwich NR1 2TG  OR  Pay on the door at Talks if tickets are available.     
 
 

TALKS are held in The Forum,  NR2 1TF         Members £5 / Non-member £10        Unless listed otherwise                NO REFUNDS     
 

                                                        

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 11th June 
10:30am 
 

TALK Norwich in the 1980s    
               

Speaker:  Pete Goodrum 
 

Battered by storms and bad weather, launching new flights from its airport and loving leg 
warmers like everyone else, Norwich fully embraced the 80s. The Norwich Beer Festival 
became an annual event and The Argyle Street Alternative Republic came to an end. 
Ritzy’s was the place to go, and new places to eat eclipsed the Berni of the 70s. Our 
interior decor became more colourful and some of our fashion choices became more 
questionable. 
 

Pete Goodrum returns to lead us through another decade of the city’s history with his 
customary mix of historical fact and social comment. Brace for nostalgia!  
 

 

Pete Goodrum is a writer and broadcaster, and author of several books on local history. He 

frequently broadcasts on radio, on a range of subjects and gives talks based on his books.  

 

Thursday 23rd April 
10:30am    
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday 16th July 
1pm   at  The Great Hospital 
 
 

To BOOK TICKETS visit: 
https://norwichhistoryfestival.co.
uk/2026-tickets 

TALK A Market of our Times 
Speakers: Frances and Michael Holmes 
 

Norwich Market has traded from the same site since the 11th century. It has survived 
because it has adapted to meet changing conditions – and change is yet again on the 
agenda. This morning Frances and Michael Holmes will tell its remarkable story.’ 
 

Frances and Michael have researched and written a number of local history books. They operate 

as Norwich Heritage Projects and full details of their work can be found on their website 
www.norwich-heritage.co.uk 

Thursday 23rd July 
6:30pm 
 

BOOK with The Norwich Society 

TALK Why History Matters to The Norwich Society  

Over 100 years of making History Matter to Norwich. 
 

Speaker:  Jonathan Hooton 
 

The decision to demolish Bishop Bridge was the catalyst that brought the Norwich Society 
into being in 1923.  This is the story of how they managed to save this part of our Heritage.  
We will take a virtual tour around Norwich covering many of the other successful 
campaigns to protect Norwich’s heritage, (as well as some failures).  Without the 
Society’s activities, Norwich would look a lot different today.   
 

Jonathan Hooton is a City of Norwich tour Guide, a former Head of Geography at Notre Dame 
High School and a regular feature in the Society’s Events Programme. 
 
Tickets will be available from  the Norwich History Festival website from late April. 

TALK Signs of Past Times 
 

Speaker: John Trevelyan 
 

John’s talk is about some of what can been seen around the city that tells you about times 
past. This includes plaques, boundary markers, street name signs, flood level markers and 
some memorials. John will also talk separately about war memorials. 
 

John Trevelan has lived in Norwich for over 25 years.   He is a member and post Chair of the 
Society’s Civic Environment Committee. John has led on a number of research projects including: 
Telling the Time in in Norwich, and produced self-guided walking trails including: Clocks and 
Sundials Trail. Both of these can be found on the Society’s website. 
  
 

http://www.thenorwichsociety.org.uk/events/all-events
mailto:norwichsoc@outlook.com


 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WALKS and TOURS 

The Time Traveler’s Guide to the Upper Close 
The open space at the west side of Norwich Cathedral is today an oasis of calm in a 
busy city.  But this space has not always been so - from a bone depository to a bell tower, 
medieval tourist shops and an early food bank, the early Close was a busy place, full of 
monastic life and the people tasked to support it. Through history, buildings have changed 
use; others have disappeared; dangers have come and gone.  Join us to step back in time 
as we discover the history of this space on our time traveler’s adventure.     
 

Meet in front of the West End of Norwich Cathedral. 
 
 

How Did They Build Norwich Cathedral? 
When it was completed in the 12th century, Norwich Cathedral was one of the most 
imposing buildings in England, a symbol of Norman piety – and power.  But how did 
they build it?  How was the ground plan for this mighty cathedral devised?  How did the 
masons source, design, shape, mark and bond the stones to produce this wonderful 
building?  And how did the woodworkers craft, mark and assemble the remarkable 
wooden furnishings?  Join us on this tour to discover the answers to the above questions, as 
well as some surprises along the way!  
 

Ask at Norwich Cathedral’s reception desk in the Hostry where to meet.  
 

Fire and Water                                                   Tour Guide: Jan King 
 

Three major fires in the city centre all took place on the same date within 100 years of 
each other. On a circular tour discover the unlucky date and learn more about the fires 
that have ravaged Norwich. We will also explore some of the city's water courses and 
wells and learn more about how floods have affected the city. 
 

This walking tour starts outside The Forum, and finishes on Jarrolds corner. 

Seven Local Lady Authoresses                   Tour Guide: Robert Smith 
 

Learn all about these well-known authoresses and the impact they had. Visit places in 
the City related to them . Hear amusing tales about their work and lives. A variety of 
styles and some amazing legacies. 
 

This walking tour starts outside St Julian's Church and ends in Magdalen Street. 
 

Boundary Markers and understanding Church Architecture 
Tour Guide: Roger Smith 
 

Learn all about the ancient ritual of marking the bounds with their amusing traditions. Enjoy 
identifying many of the remaining Markers displayed around the City. See and understand 
how the different Church architecture has played its part along the route covering 8 churches. 
 

Starting outside St Stephens Church (cemetery) and ending in Colegate. 1hr 3/4  
  

Saturday 25th April 10:30pm 
 

Members £10 
Non-members £12 

 

Tuesday 5th May  10:30am 
 

Members £10 
Non-members £12 

 

Wednesday 20th May 10:30am 
 

Members £12 
Non-members £14 

 

Thursday 28th May 10:30am            Seven Local Lady Authoresses                                          Repeat Tour       
  Saturday 13th June 10:30am           How Did They Build Norwich Cathedral?                                          Repeat Tour   
 
Saturday 27th June 10:30am         Fire and Water                                                                            Repeat Tour                                
 
 
Saturday 11th July 10:30am 
 

Members £10 
Non-members £12 

 

Wednesday 29th July 10:30am 
 

Members £12 
Non-members £14 

 

Tuesday 4th August 10:30am         Boundary Markers and understanding Church Architecture   Repeat Tour 
 
 
Repeat                               Tour Guide: Jan King 
 
 

Thursday 13th August 7:00pm      The Time Traveler’s Guide to the Upper Close                        Repeat Tour 
 
 
Repeat                               Tour Guide: Jan King 
 
 

Tuesday 1st September 5:30pm 
 

Members £10 
Non-members £12 

 

Off the beaten track             Tour Guide Jonathan Hooton 

As an important medieval City, Norwich still has many alleyways 
away from the major road network. Many of these alleyways have an 
interesting story to tell. The secrets of Weaver’s Lane, Boar’s Head 
yard, the origin of the name of Winall’s Yard, Chapel Loke, Lady 
Julian’s cell, Old Barge yard, Stepping Lane and Grouts yard, will all 
be revealed.  
 

Meet outside the tower of St Peter Mancroft, ending at the bottom of 
Westlegate. 1 ½ hrs with some slopes and steps. 

 

The Norwich Society is a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO), 
registration number 1189593 

 


